
































Variance request for Chelsea Paquette

Location of property, 1A Commons Drive unit #4
Tax map parcel 10, lot 10-1C
Existing zone C-3



Aerial view of site location

Front elevation of 1A Commons Drive



The applicant, Chelsea Paquette has been a licensed cosmetologist for 14 years and has slowly built a very loyal 
clientele. After becoming an independent contractor and running her own business for the past four years, she’s 
taking the next step to owning your own business.

As a business owner, community and belonging are two things that are very important to her. Her goal is to 
create a local business that supports not only the people working there, but other local businesses as well.



1…The variance will not be contrary to the public interest:

As the attached photos illustrate, the proposed use is similar to that of the 
surrounding neighborhood. Granting the variance will therefore be in the public
interest as well as in keeping with the surrounding business uses.

2…The Spirit of the ordinance is observed:

The existing zoning of the property is commercial as are the predominant uses in the 
area of the site. The general welfare of the community will not be adversely affected
by the granting of this variance. 

3…substantial justice is done:

The granting of the variance will not result in any harm to abutting businesses.  The proposed use is very 
compatible with other business uses in the area. As a result substantial justice will be done by the granting 
of the variance.

4…The values of the surrounding properties are not diminished:

The site is zoned commercial as are all of the uses in the general area of the site. If anything, a vacant 
business unit would have a more negative affect on property values therefore the values of the 
surrounding business owners will not be adversely affected.



5...Literal enforcement of the provisions of the ordinance would result in an unnecessary hardship.

(A). For purposes of this subparagraph, “unnecessary hardship” means that, owing to special conditions of 
the property that distinguish it from other properties in the area.

(i) No fair and substantial relationship exist between the general public purposes of the ordinance 
provision and the specific application of that provision to the property; and

A prior tenant of the site operated an aesthetician business, offering facials, manicures, acupuncture services 
and other similar personal care services.  Such a use is very much in keeping with the proposed use of the 
applicant as a hair salon.

(ii) The proposed use is a reasonable one.

The proposed use will not result in any exterior changes to the building nor will it have any negative impact 
to the surrounding businesses.  There is an existing hair salon in the immediate vicinity of the site also zoned 
C-3.  



(B)… if the criteria in subparagraph (A) or not established, and unnecessary hardship will be deemed to 
exist, if and only if, owing to special conditions of the property that distinguish it from other properties 
in the area, the property cannot be reasonably used in strict conformance with the ordinance and 
variance is therefore necessary to enable a reasonable use of it.

the proposed use is indistinguishable from other businesses in terms of the exterior façade and customer 
traffic. Denial of the variance would present a hardship given the nature of similar existing businesses in 
the neighborhood, as well as prior permitted uses that are very similar in nature to that proposed with this 
variance application, as illustrated with the photograph below.

A similar variance was granted in June 2017 for the hair salon located at 1F Commons Drive, in the same 
area and zone of the proposed site.

1A Commons Drive Blank Canvas Hair
Salon
1F Commons Drive

Variance granted 
by the 
Londonderry ZBA 
June, 2017



General site location
photographs









Variance request for Diane Rossi

Location of property, 1D Commons Drive unit #19 and 20
Tax map parcel 10, lot 1C 19, 20
Existing zone C-3







1…The variance will not be contrary to the public interest:

As the attached photos illustrate, the proposed use is similar to that of the 
surrounding neighborhood. Granting the variance will therefore be in the public
interest as well as in keeping with the surrounding business uses.

2…The Spirit of the ordinance is observed:

The existing zoning of the property is commercial as are the predominant uses in the 
area of the site. The general welfare of the community will not be adversely affected
by the granting of this variance. 

3…substantial justice is done:

The granting of the variance will not result in any harm to abutting businesses.  The proposed use is very 
compatible with other business uses in the area. As a result substantial justice will be done by the granting 
of the variance.

4…The values of the surrounding properties are not diminished:

The site is zoned commercial as are all of the uses in the general area of the site. If anything, a vacant 
business unit would have a more negative affect on property values therefore the values of the 
surrounding business owners will not be adversely affected.



5...Literal enforcement of the provisions of the ordinance would result in an unnecessary hardship.

(A). For purposes of this subparagraph, “unnecessary hardship” means that, owing to special conditions of 
the property that distinguish it from other properties in the area.

(i) No fair and substantial relationship exist between the general public purposes of the ordinance 
provision and the specific application of that provision to the property; and

There is an existing hair salon across the street from the proposed site, operated by the applicant. That 
location is similarly zoned. As a result, such a use is very much in keeping with the proposed use of the 
applicant as a hair salon.

(ii) The proposed use is a reasonable one.

The proposed use will not result in any exterior changes to the building nor will it have any negative impact 
to the surrounding businesses.  A similar variance was obtained for the existing Blank Canvas salon located at 
1F Commons Drive in June of 2017.



(B)… if the criteria in subparagraph (A) or not established, and unnecessary hardship will be deemed to 
exist, if and only if, owing to special conditions of the property that distinguish it from other properties 
in the area, the property cannot be reasonably used in strict conformance with the ordinance and 
variance is therefore necessary to enable a reasonable use of it.

the proposed use is indistinguishable from other businesses in terms of the exterior façade and customer 
traffic. Denial of the variance would present a hardship given the nature of similar existing businesses in 
the neighborhood, as well as prior permitted uses that are very similar in nature to that proposed with this 
variance application, as illustrated with the photograph below.

1D Commons Drive

Blank Canvas Hair
Salon
1F Commons Drive

Variance granted 
by the Zoning 
Board in 2017.
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